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Match the context and the correct descriptor  

4. Explore identity; beliefs and values; personal, 
physical, mental, social and spiritual health; human 
re lat ionships inc luding fami l ies, f r iends, 
communities and cultures; what it means to be 
human

2. Explore rights and responsibilities; the 
relationship between communities; sharing finite 
resources with other people and with other living 
things; access to equal opportunities; peace and 
conflict resolution

1. Explore the interconnectedness of human-made 
systems and communities; the relationship 
between local and global processes; how local 
experiences mediate the global; reflect on the 
opportunities and tensions provided by world-
interconnectedness; the impact of decision-making 
on humankind and environment

5. Explore personal histories; homes and journeys; 
turning points in humankind; discoveries; 
explorations and migrations of humankind; the 
relationships between, and the interconnectedness 
of, individuals and civilizations, from personal, local 
and global perspectives

3. Explore the ways in which we discover and 
express ideas, feelings, nature, culture, beliefs and 
values; the ways in which we reflect on, extend and 
enjoy our creativity; our appreciation of the 
aesthetic

6. Explore the natural world and its laws; the 
interaction between people and the natural world; 
how humans use their understanding of scientific 
principles; the impact of scientific and technological 
advances on communities and environments; the 
impact of environments on human activity; how 
human adapt environments to their needs  

Personal and cultural 
expression

Scientific and  
technical innovation

Identifies and  
relationship 

Fairness and 
development

Globalization and 
sustainability

Orientation  
in time and space



From
 Principle into Practice  (p.60-62)!

H
ow

 do you explore each of the global context? W
hat w

ills students study?

 G
lobal 

context 
Focus question(s) and description

E
xam

ple explorations (through…
)

B
y studying…

Identities and 
relationships

W
ho am

 I? W
ho are w

e? 

S
tudents w

ill explore (into) 

•
identity;  

•
beliefs and values;  

•
personal, physical, m

ental, team
s, 

affiliation and leadership social and 
spiritual health; 

•
hum

an relationships including 
fam

ilies, friends, com
m

unities and 
cultures; 

•
w

hat it m
eans to be hum

an.

P
ossible explorations to develop 

•
C

om
petition and cooperation; team

s, 
affiliation and leadership 

•
Identify form

ation; self-esteem
; status; 

roles, and role m
odels 

•
P

ersonal efficacy and agency; attitudes, 
m

otivation, independence; happiness and 
the good life 

•
P

hysical, psychological and social 
developm

ent; transitions; health and w
ell-

being; lifestyle choices 
•

H
um

an nature and hum
an dignity; m

oral 
reasoning and ethical judgm

ent; 
consciousness and m

ind
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From
 Principle into Practice  (p.60-62)!

O
rientation in 

space and tim
e 

W
hat is the m

eaning of “w
here”? and 

“w
hen”? 

S
tudents w

ill explore 

•
personal histories 

•
hom

es and journeys; 

•
turning points in hum

ankind;  

•
discoveries;  

•
explorations and m

igrations of 
hum

ankind;  

•
the relationships betw

een, and the 
interconnectedness of, individuals 
and civilizations, from

 personal, local 
and global perspectives. 

P
ossible explorations to develop 

•
C

ivilizations and social histories, heritage, 
pilgrim

age, m
igration, displacem

ent and 
exchange  

•
E

pochs, eras, turning points and “big 
history” 

•
S

cale, duration, frequency and variability  
•

P
eoples, boundaries, exchange and 

interaction  
•

N
atural and hum

an landscapes and 
resources  

•
E

volution, constraints and adaptation 

P
ersonal and 

cultural 
expression 

W
hat is the nature and purpose of 

creative expression? 

S
tudents w

ill explore the w
ays w

hich 
w

e  

•
discover and express ideas, feelings, 
nature, culture, beliefs and values;   

•
reflect on, extend and enjoy our 
creativity;  

•
our appreciation of the aesthetic. 

P
ossible explorations to develop 

•
A

rtistry, craft, creation, beauty 
•

P
roducts, system

s and institutions  
•

S
ocial constructions of reality; philosophies 

and w
ays of life; belief system

s; ritual and 
play  

•
C

ritical literacy, languages and linguistic 
system

s; histories of ideas, fields and 
disciplines; analysis and argum

ent  
•

M
etacognition and abstract thinking  

•
E

ntrepreneurship, practice and com
petency 
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From
 Principle into Practice  (p.60-62)!

S
cientific and 

technical 
innovation

H
ow

 do w
e understand the w

orld in 
w

hich w
e live?  

S
tudents w

ill explore  

•
the natural w

orld and its law
s;  

•
the interaction betw

een people and 
the natural w

orld;  

•
how

 hum
ans use their understanding 

of scientific principles;  

•
the im

pact of scientific and 
technological advances on 
com

m
unities and environm

ents;  

•
the im

pact of environm
ents on 

hum
an activity;  

•
how

 hum
ans adapt environm

ents to 
their needs. 

P
ossible explorations to develop 

•
S

ystem
s, m

odels, m
ethods; products, 

processes and solutions  
•

A
daptation, ingenuity and progress 

•
O

pportunity, risk, consequences and 
responsibility  

•
M

odernization, industrialization and 
engineering  

•
D

igital life, virtual environm
ents and the 

inform
ation A

ge  
•

The biological revolution  
•

M
athem

atical puzzles, principles and 
discoveries 
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From
 Principle into Practice  (p.60-62)!

" G
lobalization 

and 
sustainability 

H
ow

 is everything connected?  

S
tudents w

ill explore  

•
the interconnectedness of hum

an-
m

ade system
s and com

m
unities;  

•
the relationship betw

een local and 
global processes;  

•
how

 local experiences m
ediate the 

global;  

•
the opportunities and tensions 
provided by w

orld-
interconnectedness;  

•
the im

pact of decision-m
aking on 

hum
ankind and the environm

ent. 

P
ossible explorations to develop 

•
M

arkets, com
m

odities and 
com

m
ercialization  

•
H

um
an im

pact on the environm
ent  

•
C

om
m

onality, diversity and interconnection  
•

C
onsum

ption, conservation, natural 
resources and public goods  

•
population and dem

ography  
•

U
rban planning, strategy and infrastructure

Fairness and 
developm

ent 
W

hat are the consequences of our 
com

m
on hum

anity?  

S
tudents w

ill explore  

•
rights and responsibilities  

•
the relationship betw

een 
com

m
unities  

•
sharing finite resources w

ith other 
people and w

ith other living things;  

•
access to equal opportunities  

•
peace and conflict resolution. 

P
ossible explorations to develop 

•
D

em
ocracy, politics, governm

ent and vivil 
society  

•
Inequality, difference and inclusion  

•
H

um
an capability and developm

ent; social 
entrepreneurs 

•
R

ights, law
, civic responsibility and the 

public sphere 
•

Justice, peace and conflict m
anagem

ent  
•

P
ow

er and privilege  
•

A
uthority, security and freedom

   
•

Im
agining and hopeful future 
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From
 Principle into Practice  (p.60-62)!

The selected global context w
ill inform

 the questions that teachers and students ask throughout the unit. H
ow

ever, m
any 

explorations of global contexts are closely related and, in the course of the unit, questions that relate to other global contexts m
ay 

also be encouraged, developed and considered. 
"Inquiring into subject content through a global context enables students to develop a deeper understanding of both the subject 
and its application in the real w

orld. R
epeated cycles of inquiry, action and reflection can lead students from

 academ
ic know

ledge 
tow

ards practical understanding, developing positive attitudes tow
ards learning as w

ell as a sense of personal and social 
responsibility.
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